Abstract. Using a group-theoretic construction due to Bestvina and Brady, we build (n + 1)-manifolds W which admit partitions into closed, connected n-manifolds but which do not have finite homotopy type.
At the heart of this note is an example due to Bestvina and Brady [1] of an almost finitely presented group which is not finitely presented. Specifically, they describe a finitely presented group G with a perfect normal subgroup P such that G/P is not finitely presented (i.e., P fails to be the normal closure in G of a finite set); furthermore, P itself is expressed as an infinite free product * i P i of finitely presented groups P i , which happen to be pairwise isomorphic.
For each positive integer m let Γ m denote P 1 * P 2 * · · · * P m ⊂ P , and let N m denote the normal closure of Γ m in G. Then
Note the existence of natural projections ψ m : G m → G m+1 ; the direct limit of {ψ m } is G/P . Since P = N m fails to be finitely generated as a normal subgroup, infinitely many of {ψ m } must have nontrivial kernel. This answers Questions 3.4 and 3.5 of [2] . We use it here to describe crumpled laminations p : W → R on manifolds W which do not have finite homotopy type, answering Question 3.1 of [2] negatively, and illustrating the sharpness of the main result (Theorem 1.1) there.
Recall that a crumpled lamination on an (n + 1)-manifold W is a closed map p of W to an interval J (possibly noncompact) such that each p −1 (t) (t ∈ J) is a closed, connected n-manifold.
Given a compact n-manifold M , n ≥ 5, and a finitely generated, perfect subgroup H of π 1 (M ), the mapping cylinder construction of [3] For n ≥ 5 name a closed n-manifold M 0 for which π 1 (M 0 ) ∼ = G. The mapping cylinder construction provides a laminated cobordism ( 
is an (n + 1)-manifold equipped with a lamination. It follows routinely that π 1 (W ) is the direct limit of the inclusion-induced sequence
namely, G/P . Hence, W cannot be homotopy equivalent to a finite complex.
